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Committee, on Amendment No. 441, which is
also included in the en bloc package and
seeks to support the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency in its efforts to instill equity
as a foundation of emergency management.
Studies have found that low-income commu-
nities, rural areas, racial minorities, tribes, indi-
viduals with disabilities, seniors, and children
are all more likely to experience the most dev-
astating impacts of disasters. Yet, many in
these communities and groups face an uphill
battle to navigate the complicated Federal as-
sistance processes. With hurricane season un-
derway and wildfires wreaking havoc on com-
munities big and small, passage of my amend-
ment is very timely.

| thank Committee on Armed Services
Chairman AbAM SMITH of Washington and his
staff for their partnership with me and my staff
throughout this entire process. Looking ahead,
| am eager to work with the Senate to get
these important provisions in the final NDAA
package and on the President’s desk.
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Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor a remarkable man, a living legend,
and a champion of civil rights. Although Ed-
ward Stack is not being inducted today, and it
has been said by his high school coach that
he couldn’t “catch a baseball with a bushel
basket”, this man is the heart and soul of the
National Baseball Hall of Fame. Born in Sea
Cliff, and a longtime resident of Glen Head,
New York, Ed served as Chairman of the
Board from 1977 to 2000, and as an officer
from 1961 to 1977. Due to his tireless efforts,
the Hall of Fame saw tremendous growth and
multi-million-dollar expansions. Even more sig-
nificant, were the historical milestones which
took place under Ed’s leadership. The most
notable being the inclusion of former Negro
League players, who had been excluded from
Major League baseball prior to Jackie Robin-
son.

The inclusion of the Negro League super-
stars was a moment of lasting pride, according
to Ed. It was a victory for civil rights and the
correction of an injustice which, Ed says, took
way too long to be corrected. With Ed’s ef-
forts, players such as Satchel Paige, Josh
Gibson, Judy Johnson, Cool Papa Bell, Buck
Leonard, and Martin Dihigo, those whose
groundbreaking accomplishments had been
overlooked simply due their color, were finally
given the recognition they deserved.

In order to protect the integrity of baseball,
Ed fought to prohibit players who broke the
rules, specifically those who used performance
enhancing drugs. Ed is well known to many
acclaimed baseball celebrities who adore him.
Babe Ruth’s widow, Claire, considered him a
close friend. Yogi Berra and his wife affection-
ately called Ed “blue eyes.” Ed has also vis-
ited numerous presidents in the Oval Office
and had a special bond with Ronald Reagan.

As impressive as Ed’s professional accom-
plishments is his generosity. In his retirement,
Ed serves as an officer or director for 19 dif-
ferent charitable and cultural organizations, in-
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cluding the Bassett Medical Center, the Farm-
ers’ Museum, the New York State Trooper
Foundation, the Salvation Army, and the Men-
tal Health Association of Nassau County.

He is a frequent donor to his alma mater,
Pace University, where he once served as stu-
dent council president. Ed invests in education
because he hopes to give others the same op-
portunity for success that he had. In 1991,
Pace recognized his outstanding contribution
by awarding him an honorary Doctor of Hu-
mane Letters. In tribute to Ed’s constant sup-
port, the University named the Edward W.
Stack “56 Suite” at Alumni Hall, in his honor.

Today, Ed and his wife, Christina, have
used their financial success to support those
in need. They are significant donors to mul-
tiple philanthropic causes. The SCO Family of
Services describe the couple’s compassion by
saying, “Ed Stack and his wife Chris are in a
league of their own when it comes to helping
others.”

Ed and his wife raised three beautiful
daughters named Amy, Kim, and Suzanne. Ed
is also a beloved “Opa,” or grandfather, to
Kara, Lucy, and McGill. Ed’s daughters de-
scribe their father as hardworking and resil-
ient. As a child, Ed had overcome Polio. He
was told he would never walk again, but Ed
persevered and proved the doctors wrong. Al-
though walking was difficult, Ed would com-
mute an hour and a half to work every day.
Ed’s daughter Amy describes Ed’s dedication
as such that sometimes he’d fall down the
train stairs because his legs would give out,
but she never remembers him ever com-
plaining about his commute. Amy says that it
always amazes her that her father could drink
a cup of black coffee at 11pm before going to
bed, have no problem sleeping, and then
wake up at 5am to catch the train.

Ed’s whole life was about helping others.
During the rare moments when Ed was not in
meetings, he would spend his time walking his
dogs at Tappen Beach, baking gluten free
bread for Kim, and helping his children with
their homework. Ed also loved to care for the
elderly. On weekends Ed would take his family
with him to different elderly friends’ houses,
and Ed’s family would help them with their
taxes or finances. Now, as a grandfather, Ed
can be found doting on his grandchildren and
giving them scooter rides around the hallways
of the Harborside Community in Port Wash-
ington.

As the famous poet from our district, Walt
Whitman, once said, “l see great things in
baseball.” Baseball is more than a game; it is
a thread which has tied Americans of all back-
grounds together since the beginning of our
nation’s history. During the Civil War, baseball
was used to boost morale on the battlefield.
During World War Two, President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt stated in his famous green
light letter that, even in these trying times, “I
honestly feel that it would be best for the
country to keep baseball going.” Today we
proudly recognize and thank Ed for his trail-
blazing contributions to our national pastime,
his contributions to social justice, and his im-
mense philanthropy.
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Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Fresno County Superintendent of
Schools, Jim A. Yovino. This year will mark
Jim’s ninth year as Superintendent.

Jim was born and raised in Fresno and
graduated from Fresno City College and Fres-
no State University with his BA and teaching
credential. He later received his Master of Arts
in Education from Fresno Pacific University
clearly indicating his passion for education.

Over the next twenty years, Jim held posi-
tions in Fresno, Dinuba, Central, and Clovis
Unified School districts ranging from coach,
administrator, assistant superintendent, teach-
er, and principal. Jim was the Assistant Super-
intendent of the Human Resource Department
over-seeing 1,400 employees and the direct
supervision of the secondary schools. In 2006
Jim became Deputy Superintendent of
Schools, an office he served in until 2013
when he was elected Fresno County Super-
intendent of Schools. Jim focuses on advo-
cacy for career technical education, and ad-
dressing poverty, intervention, homelessness,
civility, and early education. Jim led the Serv-
ant Leadership program, a mentoring service
for at-risk youth. He opened the Kids Café and
the Lighthouse for Children Center in down-
town Fresno, two institutions which provide
skills training, special education, and child de-
velopment services.

Jim is a member of the California Partner-
ship Board for the San Joaquin Valley, Cradle
to Career Board, Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame
Board, Central Valley Higher Education Con-
sortium, Fresno Rotary, Fresno Chamber of
Commerce, Halo Café Pet Food Pantry, El
Concilio, Fresno Area Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, Fresno Kremen Noted Alumni,
Fresno State Health and Human Services
Dean’s Council of Ambassadors, Bonner Cen-
ter for Character Education and Citizenship,
Maddy Institute, Fresno States President’s
Commission on Teacher Education, Central
Valley Promise, Foundation for the Fresno
County Office of Education, Fresno Area Com-
pact, and California County Superintendents
Educational Services Association.

For 25 years The Fresno Compact has rec-
ognized individuals and business partners for
their support of local schools. The Fresno
Compact awarded Jim Yovino their 2022 Har-
old Haak Award for Leadership and Estab-
lishing Partnerships. His work in the commu-
nity and impacts he has made through edu-
cation is evident. Jim manages over 1,500
employees and an organizational budget that
serves around 205,500 Fresno County stu-
dents across 32 school districts and over 345
schools.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring his receipt of the 2022 Harold
Haak Award. Jim A. Yovino’s tremendous con-
tributions to the culture, community, and edu-
cation system of Fresno County deserve the
highest praise and recognition as he continues
to serve the Valley and its community.
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